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IMPORTANT TRIAL. 


A Report of the following trial has been issued ina 
pamphlet form, containing the testimony adduced— 
which, as the material facts are interwoven with Judge 
Pettit’s charge, now inserted, we deem it unnecessary 
to publish, referring those who wish to see more of the 
details of the case to the pamphlet itself. This trial 
excited a good deal of interest, and continued about 
twenty-one days. 








In the District Court for the city and county of Phil- 
adelphia, before Thomas M. Peltit, Judge, and a spe- 
cial jury, to wit : George Adolph, James H. Cresson, 
Jeremiah Boone, Sansom Perot, Leopold N. Wykoff, 
William Kinsey, John Newman, Nathanicl Brannin, An- 
drew Fenton, Jacob Hummell, James D. Pratt, and 
Paul Jones. 


Anthony Shermer, 


. vs. 

Joseph Rusling, George Thumlert, Alexander Ran- 
kin, Enoch Burnett, William Mager, Benton Costin, 
Thomas Mullin, Frederick Reel, John G. Wolf, John | 
Gable, Abel Matthias, Isaiah Wharton, Jacob Zeigler, | 
William Thomas, William ‘Thomas, No. 2, Frederick | 
Steinman, Benjamin Butterfield, John Little, Samuel | 
Rinedollar, and Josiah Eadle. 


JUDGE PETTIT’S CHARGE. 


Junge PetTIT, after adverting to the patient attention 
of the jury, and the able arguments of the counsel, | 
proceeded to deliver his charge, substantially as fol- | 
lows : 

This, gentlemen of the jury, is an action of trespass 
on the case brought by Anthony Shermer against Jo- 
seph Rusling and eighteen other defendants. It is ne- 
cessary, in order to arrive at a sound decision, that the 
precise case presented by the pleadings should be kept 
distinctly in view. 

The plaintiff alleges, in his declaration, first, the ex- | 
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taking issue on the merits ; but as they had waived that 
course, I would at present hold the law to be in favour 
of the plaintiff, so that a full decision on the merits of 
the cause might be had, while the defendant would 
have the benefit of a review of the law hereafter, in 
case your verdict should be for the plaintiff. You 
will take the case therefore to be clear of all embarrass- 
ment of that kind. Should it become necessary the 
court will hereafter look to this question. 

Before entering into the main case, allow me to 
make some general remarks which I deem applicable 
to the subject. 

It is a universal rule, that wherever the legal rights 
of one individual are invaded by another, the law will 
furnish a remedy by suit or action. A plaintiff is not 
required to show as essential to a recovery, that the 
precise case has occurred before. If he has been de- 
ei of a legal right, if he has sustained a civil injury, 
1e will find a remedy in the law, although it should 
happen that a like case is not to be found in the law 
books. 

The right of the citizen to worship Almighty God 
according to the dictates of his conscience, is a natural 
and indefeasible one, and is recognised and unalterably 
established by the constitution of our commonwealth, 
As no man can of right be compelled to join any reli- 
gious society, or to maintain any ministry against his 
consent, so no man can be prohibited from leaving any 
religious association which he has voluntarily joined, on 
his complying with the conditions which he had himself 
agreed to by the act of becoming a member. That 
there might be no possible misapprehension on this 
subject, it is declared to be one of the great and essen- 
tial principles of free government, that no human au- 
thority can in any case whatever control or interfere 
with the rights of conscience. 

While this is the rule as to individuals, corporations 
for religious purposes also have their rights; as they are 
created by the law, so they are authorised to do every 
thing needful for their good government, not repugnant 
to the constitution and laws. In this country, religious 
societies are not only tolerated by the law, but in the 


istence of a corporation called ‘* The St. John’s Street | faithful exercise of their powers, and in the honest en- 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the City and County of | joyment of their privileges, they are protected by it. In 
Philadelphia ;””—secondly, that he was a member of | relation then to this plaintiff and these defendants, and 
that corporation ; and thirdly, that he was a leader of | the corporation referred to in the plaintiff’s declaration, 


a class in the congregation, according to the rules and | 
discipline established by said corporation. 

He complains, first, that the defendants by unlawful 
and malicious conspiracy among them, had, did, unlaw- | 
fully, maliciously, and without any previous notice or | 
just cause, remove him from his said office of class lea- | 
der ; secondly, that they did unlawfully, maliciously and | 
oppressively, and without any just or reasonable cause, 
expel him from the said corporation ; and thirdly, that 
they did by Joseph Rusling, openly and publicly in 
presence of the congregation, proclaim and declare that 
he was expelled from the said church. 

For the injury thus alleged he claims damages. 

The defendants have pleaded not guilty. 

Whether this declaration sets forth a legal ground of | 
action, is a question of some interest, The defendants’ | 
counsel were about to argue it, when I suggested that | 
they could have raised the point on @ demurrer before | 
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the law of the land is equal and just. 

This suit is certainly a peculiar one. I said early in 
the investigation that I could recollect no such case in 
practice or in the books, and asked the counsel to re- 
fer toa precedent if one could be found. Their research- 
es have not enabled them to produce it. Still, how- 
ever,if a wrong has been done (0 the plaint'ff, if any of his 
legal rights have been taken away by the unlawful and 
malicious conduct of the defendants; I lay it down to you 
asa rule for your government, under the reservation 
already mentioned, that the law will give him redress. 

The action is trespasson thecase. he distinction is, 
that where the act complained of is an immediate wrong, 
against all forms of law, trespass vi ef armis is the 
proper action ; but where the forms of legal process 
are used, but used oppresstvely and maliciously, trespass 
on the case furnishes the appropriate remedy. In the 
first case the immediate act gives the party his action 
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for the injury sustained, without relation to the motive 
of the act ; in the latter case the mofives of the defen- 
dant must be inquired into as forming part of the very 
essence of the suit. 

Though the plaintiff alleges that he has suffered 
injury through the conspiracy of the defendants, yet 
this is only an action on the case in the nature of a con- 
spiracy ; the words in the declaration *tby conspiracy 
among them had,’*are but matters of aggravation,and are 
not necessary to be proved to support the action, The 
damage sustained by the party is the substance of the 
action, and not the conspiracy. Hence a verdict against 
one defendant only, acquitting all the rest, would be good. 

It is not to be overlooked that in actions of this kind, 
the plaintiff has some advantages in relation to the pro- 
duction and exclusion of testimony. Of the persons ac- 
quainted with the facts, he may select such as will suit 
his purposes for witnesses, and by inserting the names 
of the others in the writ and giving some evidence, no 
matter how slight, to connect them with the doing of 
the acts complained of, he may exclude their testimo- 
ny from the court and jury. The jury, however, while 
they ,will give a plaintiff just protection, will always 
take care that the defendants are not injured by an a- 
buse of this privilege. 

It is also proper to remark, that while proper actions 
for malicious torts will be sustained by courts and ju- 
ries, still, as a general rule, such actions are not to be 
encouraged. Weare not to be astute in looking for 
improper motives. The plaintiff in every instance must 
fully prove his case. 

The cause before you is in many respects different 
from the ordinary action for damages sustained by a 
malicious prosecution in an alleged criminal matter, or 
an action for a malicious arrest under civil process. In 
those actions we refer to proceedings in the legal tribu- 
nals of the country ;—in this, the plaintiff shows proceed- 
ings against, him by the authorities (claiming to be 
duly constituted) of a corporation, and decisions against 
him by those authorities:—~namely, the minister in 
charge ;—the committee appointed to try him ; and the 
quarterly conference. Again, in those actions the 
plaintiff must allege and prove that the proceedings 
complained of, had actually terminated in his favour. 
In the present instance the plaintiff makes no such alle- 
gation, and it is part of the case that the removal from 
his place as class leader, and the expulsion from his 
membership in the corporation are in full force. In 
those actions, the persons constituting the tribunals, 
whether magistrates, judges, or jurors, cannot be assail- 
ed, while here—the plaintiff has included in his writ 
many of the individuals who composed the tribunals 
which decided against him. 

I have already stated that the legal effects of this dif- 
ference need not be considered now ;—it being com- 
prehended in the matters for review hereafter, if you 
find for the plaintiff on the merits, 

This action is however so far analagous to those just 
referred to, that the plaintiff alleges oppression, malice, 
and want ot just or reasonable cause. On this subject 
the principles of law, which govern those actions, must 
control the present one also. The plaintiff admits this 


by his declaration and the course of the argument. It is | of whom is styled the Leader—It is his duty, 

yielding to him all that can possibly be asked, to regard| I. To see each person in his class once a week at 

him as standing upon the ground of a party brought be-| least ; in order, 

fore the civil tribunals, and regularly acquitted and dis- 1. To inquire how their souls prosper : 

charged, Ifhis case cannot be made out upon these 2. To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as occa- 

principles, it certainly cannot be made out at all. sion may require : ‘ 
The plaintiff must then prove the malice of the de-| 3. To receive what they are willing to give, towards 

fendants, and the want of probable cause for their pro- | the relief of the preachers, church, and poor. 

ceedings in regard to him. No matter what errors in II. To meet the ministers and the stewards of the so- 

point of fact the defendants may have committed, yet if | ciety once a week ; in order, 

they were honest errors ;—if there was no malice, and 1. To inform the minister of any that are sick, or of 

no want of probable cause, this suit cannot be sus-| any that walk disorderly, and will not be reproved. 

tained. 2. To pay the stewards what they have received of 
Malice is a necessary ingredient. The injury and the 


their several classes in the week preceding.” - 
damage to the plaintiff must be proved, and further{ In the second section of the second chapter, there is 








that they were occasioned by the malicious conduct of 
the defendants. The proof of malice may be either posi- 
tive, or it may be collected from the circumstances of the 
case. The jury are to judge of the testimony, and 
thence determine whether or not there has been malice. 
Among the circumstances from which the jury may infer 
malice is the want of probable cause. This, however, 
may or may not amount to sufficient evidence of malice. 
The jury are to judge. 

In addition to the proof of malice, there must be proof 
of the want of probable cause. No matter how malicious 
the conduct of the defendants may have been; yet if 
there was probable cause, this action will not lie. 

These are uncontrovertible rules of law ; and when 
the grounds of them are investigated, it is found that 
sound policy and good sense unite in giving a sanction 
to them. They cannot be too earnestly pressed upon 
your attention. 

Doubts have been sometimes expressed as to the 
precise duty of the court and jury respectively, im re- 
gard to probable cause. In this case, however, no diffi- 
culty on that head need be felt. After explaining to 
you the meaning of probable cause, I will leave the ap- 
plication to the facts entirely to your own discretion 
and judgment. 

I adopt the views of an eminent Judge, when I say, 
I understand the term frrobable cause, to mean, ‘‘ a rea- 
sonable ground of suspicion, supported by facts sufli- 
ciently strong in themselves to warrant a cautious man 
in the belief that the person accused, is guilty of the of- 
fence of which he is charged.” 

An innocent man may become an object of suspicion 
and ofa prosecution founded in motives of resentment ; 
but if he has intentionally acted in such a manner as to 
furnish to a reasonable mind ground for the suspicion, he 
must submit to the consequences of his own conduct, 
He cannot claim the aid of the law to compensate him 
for the losses to which he has exposed himself. 

The general views having been stated, it becomes 
proper for us to look to the exact question to be de- 
cided. 


The whole case will be found to be comprehended 
in two points. 


1. The removal of the plaintiff from his station as a 
class leader. 

2. The expulsion of the plaintiff from the church, 
and his consequently being deprived of his rights as a 
corporator. 

The third allegation of the plaintiff, relative to a pub- 
lic declaration from the pulpit of his expulsion, is not 
relied on, and has not been proved. 


Then as to the removal from the station of class lea- 
der. 


What is a leader ? 

A book has been given in evidence, and referred to 
by both parties, as containing “ The doctrines and dis- 
cipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

In the first section of the second chapter of this 
work, it is stated that : 

‘* Each society is divided into smaller companies, cal- 
led classes, according to their respective places of 
abode. There are about twelve persons ina class ; one 
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this question with the answer. ‘* Ques. 2. Can anything 
more be done in order to make the class meetings lively 
and profitable ? 

nsw. Change improper leaders.” , 

And in the ninth Section of the first chapter it is de- 
clared to be one of the duties of @ preacher in charge of 
a circuit, ‘‘to appoint all the leaders, and to change 
them when he sees it necessary.” 

The plaintiff, in joining this society, made all these 
provisions the law forhimself. ‘They formed, as to this 
matter, the rule between him and every other member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. As there is nothing 
in them inconsistent with the law of the land, he is not 
at liberty to come into a civil court and question either 
their expediency or their legitimate effects. He accept- 
ed his appointment as a class leader by virtue of them, 
and when Mr. Rusling became the preacher in charge. 
he, as such preacher, had the power to remove any lea- 
der when he saw it necessary. 

Now, if Mr. Rusling honestly removed the plaintiff, it 
is not for us to inquire whether his discretion was wise- 
ly and prudently exercised or not. If there was no 
malice in his act, and no want of probable cause for it, 
the court and jury have nothing to do withit. Indeed, 
as this office of class leader confers no civil rights, the 
question was made in the argument, whether, even sup- 
posing that the plaintiff had stated a sufficient ground 
of action on the other point, this could be made the sub- 
ject ofa suit at law; whether, in other words, the loss 
of such an office, under any circumstances, could pro- 
duce such a damage as the law would recognise. What- 
ever I might have deemed it my duty to say, had this 
been the only or the prominent question in the cause, 
I hold it right, considering the direction which the 
counsel on both sides have given to the case, to regard 
this also as a reserved question of law, and, for the pres- 
ent, to assume the position that the action will lie even 
on this part of the plaintiff’s declaration. 

But as the malice and the want of the probable cause 
must be shown, in order to sustain it, it will be neces- 
sary for you to look carefully at the facts. 

The two principal witnesses on the part of the plain- 
tiff, who give us the account of the meeting at which 
this. removal took place, are Jacob Zeigler and Jeremiah 
Walton. 

[The Judge here referred to the circumstances under 
which these witnesses appeared, and the remarks of the 
counsel on both sides as to their credibility or accuracy, 
and after stating that these were matters exclusively 
for the decision of the jury, proceeded to read from his 
notes their testimony on this head. He then referred 
to the testimony of John H. James, a witness on the part 
of the defendants, and after leaving the question as to 
his credibility and accuracy also exclusively to the jury, 
read ag his notes, Mr. James’ testimony also on this 
point. 

The amount of all this testimony seems to be, that 
Mr. Rusling, at a leaders’ meeting,requested the plaintiff 
to give some explanation of a charge which he said he 
understood the plaintiff had been circulating, that he, Mr. 
Rusling, had made a false statement. To a request so 
reasonable as this, and urged, as it appears, in a becom- 
ing tone and manner, Mr. Shermer repeatedly declared 
he would give no answer, until he (S.) had a trial with 
Enoch Burnett. Noreason for the trial with Burnett 
is given, and after consultation with the meeting, Mr. 
Rusling, in what he alleges to be the prudent exercise 
of his legitimate powers, removes the plaintiff from the 
station of class leader. 

The subject of the false statement, and the claim for 
a trial with Burnett, subsequently present themselves 
again, and will, hereafter, require some further no- 

ice. 

So far, it would be difficult to point out any evidence 
of malice, or want of probable cause, in relation to this 
remoyal. If the subsequent circumstances furnish any 
such evidence, it will be proper for you to consider it. 
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Mr. Shermer complains of injustice—the subject is 
kept alive, and a trial before a committee of the con- 
gregation is ordered. [The judge here read from his 
notes, some of the testimony of the witnesses. ] 

A question was made in regard to the demand for 
this trial. From the record of its proceedings, and 
from the statement which Mr. Thatcher made to Mr. 
Shermer without contradiction, it would be fair to pre- 
sume that Mr. Shermer called for it. However, this 
cannot be of much importance. 

The trial before the committee is the secund feature 
of this transaction, and as it led to the expulsion of the 
plaintiff from the church, it furnishes, what his counsel 
have properly stated it to be, the main ground of this 
suit. Ifthe trial before the committee had not taken 
place, it is not probable that an action would have been 
brought concerning the place of classleader. ‘This be- 
ing undoubtedly the great question in the cause, the 
jury will give it the full imvestigation to which it is 
entitled. 

The first matter in order is the accusation. 
ling charged the plaintiff with, 


1. Slander, in these words: ** Anthony Shermer has 
unjustly and falsely slandered my character as a minis- 
ter, by propagating that I had made a false statement. 

2. ** For falsehood also, inasmuch as he did, on Thurs- 
day evening last, before a class, declare that he did not 
know why his class was t:ken from him. 


** Philadelphia, June 19, 1829,” 


The next step is the appointment of the committee. 

In the ninth section of the first chapter of the work 
before mentioned, it is laid down to be one of the duties 
of the elder, deacon, or preacher who has the special 
charge of a circuit, 

‘“To receive, try, and expel members according to 
the forms of discipline.” 

In the seventh section of the second chapter, in an- 
swer to the question, ‘* How shall an accuscd member 
be brought to tril?” it is declared as follows : 

‘© Ansiw. 1. Before the society of which he is a mem- 
ber, or a select number of them, in the presence of a 
bishop, elder, deacon, or preacher, in the following 
manner: Let the accused and accuser be brought face 
to face ; but if this cannot be done, let the next best 
evidence be procured. _ If the accused person be found 
guilty by the decision of a majority of the members be- 
fore whom he is brought to trial, and the crime be such 
as is expressly forbidden by the word of God, sufficient 
to exclude a person from the kingdom of grace and 
glory, let the minister or preacher who has the charge 
of the circuit, expel him. Ifthe accused person evade a 
trial, by-absenting himself, after sufficient notice given 
him, and the circumstances of the accusation be strong 
and presumptive, let him be esteemed as guilty, and be 
accordingly excluded —Witnesses from without shall 
not be rejected.” 

Mr. Thatcher testifies that,according to his impressions 
of his duty, where the contest was between a member 
and a preacher in charge, he, _as the presiding elder, 
undertook to appoint the committee and preside at the 
trial. He therefore wrote to the plaintiff the note of 
the 19th of June, 1829, stating his views on this 
point, furnishing a copy of the charges, and requesting 
Mr. Shermer to attend before the committee at the time 
and place mentioned. Mr. Thatcher says, that when 
| he delivered the charges to the plaintiff, he (the plain- 

tiff,) expressed high satisfaction that Mr. Thatcher 
should try his case, adding, that he now should have 
justice done him. 

Mr. Thatcher explains the manner in which he made 
a selection of names for the committee, and Mr. Sher- 
mer, in his affidavit, submitted to the Supreme Court, 
which has been read to you, states the fuct to be that 
Mr. Thatcher appointed the committee. 

I have been thus minute on this topic, because, from 
something which fell from one of the witnesses, an effort 


Mr. Rus- 
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was made to show that Mr. Rusling and Mr. Matthias | that Mr. Shermer refused to make any defence, threat- 

made the appointment of the committee. Their con-} ened to appeal to the laws of his country, and with- 

nexions with it fully appears in the evidence of Mr. | drew. 

Thatcher. It is not enough that the plaintiff shows he made ob- 
The committee met. Jjections ;~—he must prove that he sustained damage by 
Several witnesses, Messrs. Walton, Zeigler, Thatch- | their being overruled ;—he must also exhibit something 

er, and others, gave an account of what took place be-| more than a mere error of judgment; the malice and 

fore them. the want of probable cause should be made to appear. 

Mr. Thatcher’s testimony has been attacked by the| Now when the question as to John Gable’s having 
plaintiff’s counsel, under circumstances which require} prejudged the cause is examined, it appears from the 
some notice from the Court, statement of John Ribble, as in evidence before you, 

He held the station of Presiding Elder of the district; | that Gable had told him that A. Shermer ought to go 
an office of high rank in the Methodist Episcopal | out ; and itis somewhere in evidence that Gable alluded 
church, conferred only on ministers of experience and | to this as having been spoken in fun. The true ques- 
elevated character, with powers and duties which ap-| tion would have been: Has Gable formed and expres- 
péar from the work already quoted to be of a very im-| sed an opinion as to the guilt or innocence of A. Sher- 
portant nature. He was produced as a witness by the] mer in regard to the particular charges about to be 
plaintiff himself, and his testimony taken befw-re arbitra-| tried ? If no proof that he had formed such an opinion, 
tors has now been read in his absence, under an agrec-| could have been offered, the objection should have 
ment of counsel comprehending this and other evi-| been overruled on its merits. You, Gentlemen, will, 
dence. His statement is clear, consistent, and marked | upon all this, determine for yourselves, how far there 
with intelligence. Why then should it be questioned ?| was error here at all. If there was any—then how far 

It was not until it was found that it would not aid the] it was Mr. Thatcher’s only, or was shared by any or all 

cause of the plaintiff, who had thus produced him, that | of these defendants ;—and whether it was honestly com- 
an effort was made in the argument of the plaintiff, to| mitted or was wilfully and maliciously perpetrated to the 
throw doubts upon his motives and his accuracy. In this} actual oppression and injury of the plaintiff. 
state of the matter, 1 deem it my duty to say, that Mr.| ‘Then as to the claim of a trial with Burnett. It seems 
Thatcher appears to me to be entitled to all respect and | f,om some of the evidence that Burnett had declared 
confidence at the hands of the court and jury. While} that Mr. Shermer had said that Mr. Rusling had made a 
I do this, however, I repeat what has been stated as to] false statement. This is all the explanation we have 
the other witnesses, that the degree of weight which will upon this subject. This also will be finally passed upon 
be given to his testimony, is still to be ultimately deter- by you ; but I cannot resist remarking that I amat a loss 
mined by the jury. to perceive how a demand for a trial with Burnett for 
[The Judge then referred to the record of the pro-| merely making such adeclaration, could have furnish- 
ceedings of the committee, and read an extract from ed the slightest reason for a postponement of the trial 
it.) ; . : 3 before the Committee. No formal accusation appears 
Taking the whole testimony into view, it would) {9 have been presented against Burnett, and the com- 
seem, that the facts mentioned in the charges were plaint alleged, would seem to have involved one of 
strictly proved ; namely, that Mr. Shermer had propa-| the very questions which were about to be investigated. 
gated, that Mr. Rusling had made a false statement ;| 4 decision either that Mr. Burnett had, or that he had 
that Mr. Shermer had, in class, declared he did not| not, made such a declaration, would have determined 
know why his class was taken from him ; and again, | nothing as between Mr. Shermer and Mr. Rusling. 


that he did know why it was taken from him. : 

The offences charged to be the result of the facts, It has been contended that the allegation of Mr. Sher- 
and which the Committee believed to be made out by mer, even if not correct, did not amount to slander ; in 
the proof of the specifications,were slander and false- other words, that the charge of making a false state- 

ment meant nothing more than the charge of making 


hood. ‘ ; ; 
It would seem also, from the whole evidence, that | #” erraeeee OF mistaken statement. The Committee 
gave a different construction to the words, and as he 


Mr. Shermer objected, as soon as the charges were sta- | °: Pe a Torre og ; > 
ted before the Committee, to going on with the trial, did not attempt to substantiate his assertion,they convict- 
ed him of slander. 


for three reasons : a gai ; > ; 

1. That one of the Committee, John Gabel, had pre-| I incline to the opinion, that, without consulting lexi- 
judged his cause. cographers, ninety-nine men in every hundred would 

2. That he was entitled, in the first place, to a trial | agree with the Committee in their construction of the 
with Burnett. words “ false statement ;” would feel that a charge 

3. That two of the Committee had made out or sign- | against themselves of making a false statement, was an 
ed the annual report which furnished the ground of the | imputation upon their characters for integrity and hon- 
statement alleged to be a fulse one. or ; would suppose that such an accusation contained 

This third objection has been since ascertained to | an implication that the statement itself, and the thoughts 
have been made under a mistake in point of fact, and | of the party makingit were notin harmony... If however 
the other two are the only points relied on here.  |areasonable doubt could be ingeniously raised, courts 

The objections were overrule, under the circumstan- | and juries should require a very strong case indeed be- 
ces and in the manner stated by Mr. Thatcher and oth-| fore they would undertake to shield an individual from 
ers; Mr. Shermer withdrew ; the committee proceeded | the effects of the obvious and usual inferences to be 
in the case, and gave their decision upon it. | drawn from his own language. Even if the phrase had 

It is contended on the part of the plaintiff that there | been ambiguous, would it not have furnished probadle 
was error in overruling these objections, and in the |g7ound for mistake ? and if so, the law would not have 
whole proceeding ; and that this furnished evidence of #warded damages for any injury that might by possibili- 
combination and malice in the defendants, some of ty have resulted. Every man employing such language, 
whom were members of the Committee. | does it at his own risk. 

How stands the matter ? Mr. Thatcher states that he| But further, one of the counsel for the plaintiff has 
told Mr. Shermer that ifhe had asked the names of the! contended that Mr. Rusling had actually made errone- 
Committee at the time of the notification of trial, and | ous statements, both on the 14th of April, 1829, as to 
then objected, he (Mr. T.) would have done any thing | certain temporal affairs of the church, and on the 28th 
m his power to have got those to whom he would not| day of December, 1828, relative to the pay of the Rev. 
have objected, but that the discipline did not admit of| Mr. Miller, designated by the witnesses as father Mil- 
objections at that stage of the business. He adds,!/er. The facts do not appear to have bcen investigated 
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by the Committee, but they have been thoroughly ex- 
amined here. 
it would seem from Mr. Walton’s testimony, confirm- | 
ed on this point by other proof, that the séafement in | 
question on the trial of Mr. Shermer before the Com- 
mittee, was that of the 14th of April, giving an outline 
of the annual report. 
Mr. Walton and Mr. Hulzert substantially agree in 
- their accounts of this statement. Among other things, 
Mr. Rusling said, ‘‘the gallery built cost $900, and all 
‘* paid ; the blinds $100, and paid ; the fixtures, bench- 
‘«¢es, lamps, building a front wall cost about $500, and 
‘¢ this was all paid but $150, and that was ina note not 
«* yet due and supposed it would be met.”” These are 
the very words of Mr. Walton the principal witness for 
the plaintiff. He adds, **the Church certainly owed 
“upwards of $3000 at that time; this was the state- 


‘‘ment asjto which the dispute arose ;” and again, | 


‘*there was no general balance for and against the 
‘¢ Church stated at that time by Mr. Rusling.” 

Now it is very clear that when Mr. Rusling said “this 
was all paid but $150,” he expressly referred to the 
sum of $500 mentioned immediately before, and to no- 
thing else ; and it is in evidence by the books of the 
Church that he was so far right, 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Shermer insisted 
that Mr. Rusling had made a false statement, because 
there was a much larger sum than $150 due by the 
Church on a general balance of its accounts, And it 
struck me as not a little extraordinary that Mr. Walton 
appeared to labour under the same error, even while 
giving his evidence here, and furnishing a history of 
Mr. Rusling’s statement, having the effect (though not 
so designed) of preventing misconception in any im- 
partial mind. 

As to the statement about father Miller, I will refer to 
it presently. ; 

The next step was.the decision of the Committee. 

They unanimously pronounced him guilty of the 
charges ; which were slander and falsehood. 

Mr. Thatcher testifies as follows : ‘“ Having received 
their decision, and taking the discifline in my hand, I 
wrote the language ‘‘ guilty of crimes expresssly for- 
bidden by the word of God, and sufficient to exclude 
him from the kingdom of grace and glory ;”? (Sect. 2. 
Chap. 2.) Further than this I could not go, these are 
the terms of the judgment.” 

The presiding elder having given his opinion in wri- 
ting that slander and falsehood as proved against Mr. 
Shermer were crimes, ‘* expressly forbidden,” &c.— 
pursuing the words above quoted, refers any further 
action to Mr. Rusling the minister in charge, whose 
duty, by the same section, is declared to be, in the 
case of a conviction of any such crime, to expel the 
party. 

What does the expulsion amount to? In the same sec- 
tion of the second chapter it is laid down that “After such 
forms of trial and expulsion, such persons shall have no 


privileges of society or of sacraments, in our church, | 


without contrition, confession, and proper trial.” 

As soon as Mr. Thatcher had reduced his opinion to wri- 
ting, he delivered the document to the minister. This was 
on the 23d of June, 1829. 
diately and notified Mr. Shermer, and added that there 
would be a space allowed him to consider and propose 
terms of peace to the Church, and save his expulsion. 
There was no imperious necessity to his being expelled 
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plaintiff ’s counsel, charging the committee and presid- 
ing elder with having holdly undertaken to denounce 
the plaintiff to eternal punishment. It is due toa re- 
spectable religious denomination, to these defendants, 
to the plaintiff himself, and to the cause of candor and 
truth, that we should scrupulously avoid suffering our 
judgments to be influenced by misconception or error 
on such a pointasthis. A fair statement of the matter 
exhibits it thus: The committee having declared Mr. 
Shermer guilty of slander and falsehood, the presiding 
elder gives his opinion that these are erimes ‘*‘ express- 
ly forbidden by the word of God, and sufficient to ex- 
clude a person from the kingdom of grace and glory.”’ 
The expulsion by the minister consequent thereon, de- 
prives Mr. Shermer of ‘‘all privileges of society or of 
sacraments, in the Church, until after contrition, confes- 
sion and proper trial.”” The legal effect is to deprive 
him of his rights as a corporator. 

There was a suggestion on the part of the plaintiff 
that the conviction was under a wrong clause of the se- 
venth section of the second chapter of the discipline; 
that the proceeding, if attempted at all, should have 
been under the provision relative to “indulging sinful 
tempers or words.” This igs denied on the other side, 
It would seem that a similar expulsion might have re- 
sulted to an individual obstinately persisting in offend- 
ing even under this clause. You will determine here 
also, whether there was error or not; and if there was, 
how far it attached to the members of the committee, 
or any other of the defendants; and whether it was com- 
mitted in good faith, or was wilfully and maliciously 
perpetrated to the actual damage of the plamtiff. 

Now itis, clear, that if, so far, no cause of action ex- 
ists, nothing that took place after this stage of the 
transaction could possibly create one. The subsequent 
proceedings consisted of an unsuccessful effort to have 
the decision of the committee, and the expulsion grow- 
ing out of it, reversed; the very expulsion which forms 
the basis of the plaintiff’s suit. If the conduct of the 
defendants up to this period was right, then there is an 
end of the case. If that conduct was wrong, and yet 
was without the ingredient of malice, still the plaintiff 
has no legal cause of action. If again that conduct 
was wrong, and there was malice in it, yet if the par- 

| ties had probable cause for their proceedings, the plain- 
tiff is not entitled to a verdict. Should you adopt 
either of these views of the case, you need hardly trou- 
ble yourselves with a further examination of the facts 
relative to the appeal to the quarterly conference. 
Should you however adopt neither of them, and believe 
that the plaintiff is entitled to your verdict, then the 
subsequent occurrences become important as furnishing 
matter either in mitigation or aggravation of the injury 
done to the plaintiff, and may seriously affect the ques- 
tion of damages. 

Some attention is therefore due from the Court to this 
part of the case. 

The doubt at first expressed as to Mr. Shermer’s 
right of appeal to the conference, was waived on the 
part of Mr. Thatcher and Mr. Rusling. 

It is alleged on the part of the defendants that Mr. 


He adds “I went overimme- | Rusling refrained, for several days, from expelling Mr, 


Shermer, in the hope of an arrangement of the difficul- 

ty; and that it was not until the first of July, after a note 
had been received from the plaintiff’s counsel, propos- 
ing a full hearing before another tribunal constituted 








ifhe had made terms. As he appeared agitated, I ob-| according to the laws of the Church, that Mr. Rusling 
served that he had demanded the trial and must take | pronounced the expulsion, which was deemed necessa- 
the consequences. He then said no terms would satis- | ry in order to give Mr. Shermer another trial before the 
fy him but his being restored to his leadership.” | only proper tribunal, namely, the quarterly conference, 
After some intermediate proceedings, which will be | Of all this and its effect you will form your own opin- 
noticed ina moment, Mr. Rusling, on the 1st of July, | ion. The expulsion being declared however on the Ist 
1829, writes a note to Mr. Shermer, in which he says, of July, Mr. Shermer on the 3d of July ‘‘ enters his ap- 
[ do hereby according to the discipline of the M. E. | peal to the next quarterly conference.” 
Church, pronounce you expelled from the aforesaid | The conference met. How is it constituted? 
Church.” In the fifth section of the first chapter of the Disci- 
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feline, it is said, that a quarterly meeting conference to 
receive and try appeals, shall consist ‘‘ of all the travel- 
ling and local preaches, exhorters, stewards, and lea- 
ders of the circuit, and none else.” 

Mr. Thatcher and three of the committee appear to 
haye been members of this conference; several other 
defendants were also members. 

You have heard the testimony of Messrs. Walton, 
Zeigler, James and others, relative to the proccedings 
of the conference; and you have before you the record 
kept by the Secretary. The decision of the committee 
was approved of and confirmed. You have had the bene- 
fit of a full discussion at the Bar as to the character and 
duty of this body, and can determine for yourselves up- 
on every question which seems to me to be essential to 
be decided. -Believing that on this part of the case 
there is no legal point requiring an opinion from me, it 
is submitted to you to say upon the principles already 
presented touching mere error of judgment, malice, 
and probable cause, whether the doings of the confer- 
ence affect the plaintiff’s case at all, and if they do, to 
what extent, 

I have thus, gentlemen, noticed the whole case, as is 
presented by the pleadings. Various other matters, not 
embraced in the issue formed between the parties, have 
been given in evidence, and freely discussed, as bearing 
upon that issue or some branch of it. I will briefly 
notice some of these. 

1. The topic of Reform has been adverted to. 
Though I refused to allow a general inquiry into it, yet 
I feared we should be obliged to hear incidently more 
of it that has actually reached us through the evidence. 
I need only remark that we have nothing to do with it. 

2. Much has been said relative to a statement made 
by Mr. Rusling, in December 1828, that his predeces- 
sor the Rev. Mr. Miller has not been paid. 

Mr, Miller’s allowance was to consist partly of salary 
and partly of board. In truth the salary was all paid, 
but the board was not all paid. 

There was some testimony, though it was denied to 
be true, as to a complaint by Mr. Shermer, at the con- 
ference held within a day or two afterwards, that Mr. 
Rusling had made an incorrect statement on this point; 


and as to the matter being taken up and acted upon in 
the conferenge. 


Again it appears that Mr. Walton accused Mr. Rusling | 


of telling a lie on this subject; and that a committee, 
after trial, convicted Mr. Walton of having falsely ac- 
cused Mr. Rusling of telling a le. 


Mr. Shermer being the present plaintiff and Mr. 
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those three witnesses, and thus affects their testimony. 
Of the weight of all this you will judge. 


4. One word as to the alleged refusal of the Books. 
The witnesses do not agree exactly as to what was re- 
fused to Mr. Shermer, or at what precise time his de- 
mand was made. It seems that he was not allowed to 
take w th him the books of the church, but that copies 
of any parts he desired were offered to him. A mem- 
ber of a corporation like this has a legal right to inspect 
its books, but he cannot of his own authority take them 
from the custody of the person regularly entrusted with 
them. Mr. Shermer’s object was to prove that Mr. 
Rusling was in error as to the statement of the 14th 
of April. The books have been produced here, and 
, they plainly sustain Mr. Rusling when.his language is 
| fairly understood, 

5. The plaintiff offered in evidence the declarations 
of George Thumlert one of the defendants. I received 
them as evidence at least against himself. It seems, 
however, that he is the brother-in-law, and the avowed 
friend of the plaintiff, and that he was guilty of the in- 
defensible and undefended act of going with other de- 

| fendants to the office of their counsel, in the confidence 
of the relation of a co-defendant, and immediately 
communicating to the plaintiff what had taken place, 
It further appears that he made declarations for the ex- 
pressed purpose of having them given in evidence to 
affect the other parties, while he avowed he would not 
come into Court and bea witness. He doubtless was 
aware that in Court he would be put upon his oath, and 
be subject to a cross-examination. I need hardly ad- 
vise you that any thing proceeding from such a source, 
under such circumstances, should be wholly rejected. 
The plaintiff's counsel have very properly refrained 
from relying on his declarations. 

6. This dispute with Mr. Burnett at the love feast, 

| growing out of Mr. Shermer’s attempt to enter without 

a ticket and without permission; the circumstance that 
‘on Shermer’s own testimony the Grand Jury in the 
| Quarter Sessions refused to find a bill against Burnett 
| for assault and battery; the attempt of Mr. Shermer to 
| vote at the election for trustees; his letterto Mr. Kirk 
in connection with his order to his child; his language 

to Mr, Fraley and to Mr. Samuel Miller, have, with 
| other matters, been adverted to,to prove a spirit of bitter- 
ness and determined hostility on the part of Mr. Sher- 
| mer towards Mr. Rusling and his friends, and to show 

that this suit is brought not for the purpose of obtaining 
| justice, but with a view to harrass and vex the defen- 








Walton his leading witness, it is alleged on the part of | ee 


the defendants that the conduct of the plaintiff in this 
business of Mr. Miller, evinced a disposition to seize 


and distort every expression of Mr. Rusling which | 


could by possibility be misconstrued; and that it there- 
fore exhibits the plaintiff as entitled to no favour with 
this jury; and that asto Mr. Walton, his conduct mani 
fested .a similar disposition; and that this transaction 


presents, in the conviction to which he was subjected, a | 


und of resentment on his part against Mr. Rusling, 
which tends to disqualify him from speaking impartial- 
ly as a witness in this case. 
These positions have been commented on by the 
Counsel on both sides, and the effect of the whole is for 
your decision. 


3. Then as to the sermon of the 8th of August 1830, | 


in which Mr. Rusling used these words ‘‘ vagabonds on 
the face of the earth.” 

This was after the present suit was brought. Both 
Mr. Rusling and the plaintiff have agreed that the plain- 
tiff was not alluded to. It is by no means clear, from 
the evidence, what was the exact language of Mr. 
Rusling in that sermon, or what was its application. 
But in connexion with it, a printed circular signed by 
J. Walton, J. Shermer and J. Biddle, was put in evi- 
dence on the part of the defendants, and it is alleged 
that it shows prejudice and animosity on the part of 


| On the other hand, the acts and language of the de- 
fendants, on various occasions, particularly those of Mr. 
Rusling at the leader’s meeting, before the committee, 
and before the conference, have been minutely noticed, 
as manifesting a settled purpose to remove Mr. Sher- 
mer from the station of class leader, and expel him from 
'the Church, whether his conduct would warrant it or 


| Upon all these suggestions you have heard the able 
remarks of the counsel on both sides. 


In reviewing the whole case, Gentlemen, an impor- 
tant and interesting duty devolves upon you. In rela- 
tion to the credibility of the witnesses, I repeat that you 
‘are the exclusive judges. In the discharge of your 
obligation on this head, you will consider as to each 
witness, the degree of intelligence which he exhibited, 
his opportunities of knowledge, his temper, his man- 
ner, his consistency, and every actual or probable 
ground of bias or impartiality in regard to him, When 


| you have done all this you can safely decide. 


The question of damages is entirely for your decision. 
| The plaintiff contends, that by reason of the acts of the 
defendents, he has suffered pain and distress of mind, 
has lost the good opinion of his friends and neighbours, 
has been deprived of his share of the real estate of the 
corporation, and has been put to great expense in the 
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prosecution of his claim, All this will be carefully | heat or cold, are to be removed with much more safety 


weighed by you. and certainty by the use of cider or malt liquors, 
The plaintiffs counsel have carefully designated the 


é Your memorialists, therefore, pray, that your Honour- 
several parts of the evidence which they deem to affect | able House would take the facts herein stated, into their 
the defendants respectively. If you determine that the | serious consideration, and as the guardians of the health 
plaintiff is entitled to a verdict, you will consider | and lives no less than of the liberties and morals of their 
whether it shall be against all or only some of the de- | constituents, that they would enact such a law, for the 
fendants, and will discriminate accordingly. aan checking the improper use of distilled spirituous liquors, 
There is a: pore ee . ne oe oe as to their wisdom and humanity may seem proper.” 
as it is controlled by the settled rules oF law. ise" | On the 7th of December, 1790, the colle oint- 
ing an action for a Zort, the damages cannot be severed. | 45 committee consisting of Doctors J oe a 
If you deem the plaintiff entitled to damages, a will | Parke to draught an address to **be presented to the 
ascertain how much the most culpable of the de ee | Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
ought to pay, and assess that oe Pome h Wnom | States, praying them to take speedy and effectual means 
you may hold tu be guilty. If you find that there is no | (5 discourage as much as possible the importation and 
Sn your verdict will be generally for the | .¢ of distilled spirituous liquors.” On the 27th of the 
efendants. 


same month the following Address was adopted and or- ° 
Vervict—For the defendants. dered to be presented, 








epemeeenesetts **To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. rend aneecaa de aan meee rie 


Its early opinions respecting /Irdent Spirits. The Memorial of the College of Physicians of the ci- 
5 ty of Philadelphia respectfully sheweth, 

As part of the history of Temperance Reform, and) “ -pyo¢ they have seen with great pleasure the opera- 
serving to show the opinions held even at that time by | tion ofa national government, which has established 
many estimable and learned physicians, we publish the onder. inthe Waited Sistas. 
following extract from the minutes of the College of They rejoice to find amongst the powers, which be- 
Physicians of Philadelphia, for which we are indebted long to this government, that of restrainin g, by certain 
to its present Secretary, Dr, Bond.—Journal of Health. | quties, the consumption of distilled spirits in our coun- 

On the 4th of September, 1787, it was resolved by / try. It belongs more peculiarly to men of other pro- 
the College of Physicians that a committee be appoint- | fessions to enumerate the pernicious effects of these 
ed, consisting of Doctors Jones, Rush and Griffitts, *‘to | Jiquors upon morals and manners. Your memorialists 
draw up a petition tothe Assembly of this Common- 


C ; 201 will only remark, that a great proportion of the most 
wealth, [Pennsylvania,] setting forth the pernicious ef- | obstinate, painful, and mortal disorders, which affect 


fects of Spirituous Liquors upon the human body, and | the human body, are produced by distilled spirits—that 
praying that such a law may be passed as shall tend to | they are not only destructive to health and iife, but that 


diminish their consumption.” they impair the faculties of the mind, and thereby tend 
On the 6th of November, this committee made a re- | equally to dishonour our character asa nation, and to 
port which was adopted, as follows, the following mem, | degrade our species as intelligent beings. 
bers being present: Your memorialists have no doubt, that the rumor ofa 
Doctors John Redman, President; John Johns, Wil- | plague, or any other pestilential disorder, which might 
liam Shippen, Jr., Adam Kuhn, Benjamin Rush, Tho. | S¥¢¢P ®way thousands of their eee ee would 
mas Parke, George Glentworth, James Hutchinson, | PToduce the most vigorous Sa meneaErs ao 
Benjamin Duffield, Nathan Dorsey, Samuel P. Griffitts, | S°vernment to prevent or subdue it. 
Benjamin Say, John Carson, William Currie, William| Y°Ur memorialists _— see no just cause why the more 
W. Smith, John R. B. Rodgers, certain and extensive ravages of distilled spirits upon 
: human life should not be guarded against with corres- 
“‘To the Honourable the Legislature of the State of | ponding vigilance and exertions by the present rulers of 
Pennsylvania: the United States, 








: Your memorialists beg leave to add further, that the 
The Memorial of the College of Physicians of the ci- | habitual use of distilled spirits, in any case whatever, is 


ty of Philadelphia, respectfuily sheweth,— wholly unnecessary—that they neither fortify the body 
That your memorialists have seen with great concern | against the morbid effects of heat or cold, nor render 
the numerous evils which have followed the intemper- | labour more easy, nor more productive—and that there 
ate use of distilled spirituous liquors is the State of | are many articles of diet and drink, which are not only 
Pennsylvania. They decline taking notice of the bane- safe and perfectly salutary, but preferable to distilled 
ful effects of these liquors vpon property and morals, | spirits for each of the above purposes, 
and beg leave to confine this memorial to their influence | _ Your memorialists have beheld with regret the feeble 
upon the health and lives of their fellow citizens, and influence of reason and religion in restraining the evils, 
the population of their country. which they have enumerated. They centre their hopes, 
That among the numerous diseases which are produ- | therefore, of an effectual remedy for them in the wis- 
ced by the use of distilled spirituous liquors, they would | dom and power of the United States; and in behalf of 


only mention, the dropsy, epilepsy, palsy, apoplexy, | the interests of humanity, to which their profession is 
melancholy, and madness; which too seldom yield to | closely allied, they thus publicly intreat the Congress, 
the power of medicine. 


by their obligations to protect the lives of their consti- 

That where distilled spirituous liquors do not produce | tuents, and by their regard to the character of our na- 
these terrible and obstinate diseases, they generally im- | tion, and to the rank of our species in the scale of be- 
pair the strength of the body, so as to lessen its ability | ings, to impose such heavy duties upon all distilled spirits 
to undergo that labour, either in degree or duration, | a5 shall be effectual to restrain their intemperate use in 
which it is capable of without them. our country.” 

That the prevailing ideas of the necessity and advan-| | Members present at the adoption of this address:— 
tages of using distilled spirituous liquors to obviate the Doctors John Redman, President, John Jones, Vice 
injurious effects of extreme heat or cold upon the hu-} President, Robert Harris, Nicholas B. Waters, Thomas 
man body, are altogether without foundation, and that | Parke, William Currie, Benjamin S. Barton, Nathan 
they increase the evils, which pag are taken to remove. | Dorsey, Benjamin Rush, Michael Leib, William W. 
Phat the inconvenience arising from excessive labour, ! Smith, Adam Kuhn, Samuel P. Griffitts, Secretaries. 
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From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Thursday evening, May 23, 1833. 
SELECT COUNCIL.—The annexed communication 


from the Treasurer of the Girard fund, was received, 
and referred to the committee of accounts to audit. 





















To the President and Members of the Select and Com- 
mon Councils. 


Treasurer’s office of the Girard Trust, 
May 23d, 1833. 

Gentlemen, —By the 16th section of the Ordinance for 
the management of the Girard Estates, enacted on the 
3ist January, 1833, it is ordained ‘* That a Standing 
Committee of Accounts consisting of three members of 
each Council, shall be chosen annually by ballot, of each 
Council, at a stated meeting of Councils in October, 
who shall examine quarterly or oftener, if they shall 
deem it necessary, the Treasurer’s accounts, comparing 
the actual receipts and expenditures with the Entries 
and Exhibits thereof, &c. and report the same to Coun- 
cils.”’ 

This ordinance having been passed in January last, 
no regular election will take place for the Standing 
Committee of accounts until October next, I therefore 
beg leave to request that Councils will appoint a Spe. 
c a Committee to audit my accounts for the last quar- 
ter, ending on the 31st of March, and for the two suc- 
ceeding quarters. 

With much respect, your very ob’t. servant. 
BRITAIN COOPER, 
Treasurer. 


Mr. McCredy, presented the following petition, which 
was referred to the Committee on Rittenhouse Square. 


To the Select and Common Councils of the city of 
Philadelphia. 


The memorial of the subscribers respectfully repre- 
sents, That they are the owners and occupiers of pro- 
perty situated near the south west (or Rittenhouse) 
Square. ‘Ihe said Square has for many years been a 
place of deposit for the manure collected in the streets 
of the city. This manure is composed of the garbage 
and vegetable offal of the city, which when collected in 
heaps and exposed to the action of the warm rains and 
the sun’s rays in summer, emits a most offensive, and as 
your memorialists believe,a verynoxious effluvium,which 
operates on the health of the surrounding inhabitants 
greatly to their prejudice. As evidence of the truth of 
this remark, we state as a fact that no spot in or around 
the city has suffered more severely by fall and bilious 
fevers than the neighbourhood of this square: thus con- 
verting what was intended by the philanthropic founder 
of our city as the means of health and recreation, into 
a nursery of disease and death to the surrounding inha- 
bitants. Moreover, the public school of over one hun- 
dred children, the improvements now in progress in the 
neighbourhood of the square as, well as those in contem- 
plation so soon as they can be made in safety, anda hope 
of their being soon occupied, all call loudly for a change 
of deposit for the filth which has so long annoyed the 
surrounding poor industrious inhabitants. Your memo- 
rialists believe that a place might be procured ata trifling 
expense scuth of the city and quite as convenient, where 
the manure might be disposed of with equal advantage 
to the city. 

For the foregoing reasons and many others which 
might be advanced, your memorialists request that 
another place of deposit for the said manure may be 
procured, and that Rittenhouse Square may be levelled 
and converted to the uses for which it was originally in- 
tended. : 

Mr. J. P. Wetherill as Chairman of the Watering 
Committee, offered the annexed report and resolution, 
which were adopted. 
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To the President and Members of the Select and Com- 


mon Councils. 


Gentlemen—The Watering Committee respectfully 


report, that since submitting their annual statements to 
Councils, they have received petitions to have Iron pipes 
laid down in various parts of the city—the petitioners 
agreeing to take out permits for the water, as soon as 
pipes shall be furnished, and will pay a rent equal to the 
interest; and they further remark, the improvements of 
the petitioners, protection in case of fire, and the gene- 
ral comfort and convenience of the citizens, would 
seem to require a compliance with their desires, They 
have also been requested by the Commissioners of the 
district of Spring Garden, forthwith, to pave and curb 
Coates street from Fair Mount to the river Schuylkill. 
The committee submit the annexed resolution, authoriz- 
ing contracts to be made for pipes, &c. and for the pay- 
ment of the same. 


Very respectfully, 
JOHN P. WETHERILL, 


Chairman of the Watering Committee. 


Resolved, That the Watering Committee be, and they 


are hereby authorised and requested forthwith, to con- 
tract for Iron Pipes, and for the paving and curbing of 
Coates street, in front of the city property, at Fair 
Mount, together, not to exceed in amount the sum of 
Fifteen Thousand dollars, and the Mayor is hereby au- 
thorised to draw his warrant on the City Treasurer, for 
the above amount, and charge the same to appropriation 
No. 16. 


Mr. Massey, presented the following petition of Hazall 


Thomas, which was referred to the Commisioners of the 
Girard estate. 


To the President and Members of the Select and Com- 


mon Councils of the City of Philadelphia, 


The memorial of the subscriber, respectfully shew- 


eth, That Richard Sparks, by his will dated 14th Janua- 
ry, 1715—6, devised ‘‘100 feet of the back end of (his) 


lot on the south side of High street, in Philadelphia, for 
a burying place for the use of the people or society call- 
ed the Seventh-day Baptists.” The lot thus devised is 
that which fronts on Fifth street between Market and 
Chesnut, immediately north of a house formerly the 
property of Mr. Girard, and now under his will belong- 
ing to the City of Philadelphia. The devise above re- 
cited went into effect: and burials took place in that 
ground. The Society referred to were incorporated by 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in 1787, with power 
to take all lands therefore devised to their use, An 
ejectment was brought by the Society in the Supreme 
Court im the year 1803, (or thereabouts) against James 
Simmons wha then owned the house above referred to, 
and under whose title has been devised to Mr. Girard. 
In this ejectment a verdict and judgment passed for the 
plaintiff: and Mr. Simmons subsequently occupied the 
lot permissively and as the agent of the society. Mr. 
Girard in his lifetime under some claim not understood 
by your memorialist, enclosed great part of this lot with 
a solid brick wall, The north end of it was then occu- 
pied, under the society, by a house or engine company 
—who subsequently removed their building. Mr. Gi- 
rard then took in that portion also, and enclosed it in 
like manner—and the Society are thus excluded, 


Your memorialist now holds the legal title by a deed 
from the Society, and for the purpose of the original de- 
vise, and conceives the possession taken by Mr. Girard 
to be illegal. It is his duty to assert the rights of the 
Society: but believing that the City of Philadelphia 
will not persevere in the assertion of a wrong, (if they 
can be satisfied that it is so) respectfully invites the at- 
tention of the Councils to the subject of this memorial: 
prays them to cause their title to be investigated, and 
asks of them a surrender of the possession—or their con- 
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currence in an effort to obtain an early legal adjudica- 
tion of the right. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, by 

HAZAL THOMAS. 

Mr. Lippincott, called up for consideration a resolu- 
tion of the Common Council, relative to the reorganiza- 
tion of the City Police, which was concurred in, and 
Messrs. Lippincott, N effand Eyre, were appointed the 
committee. 

COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Chandler offered a re- 
solution relative to the appointing of referees for set- 
tling the affairs of the Bank of the late Stephen Girard, 
which was adopted by the Common Council, but was 
referred to the committee of the whole in the Select 
Council. - 

Mr. Gilder offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That at their first sta‘ed meeting in June 
next, Councils will elect a Superintendent of the build. 
ing of the Girard College for Orphans. 

Mr. Lapsley called up for consideration the report 
and resolution of the committee on Markets, relating to 
a western market house, made the 8th of April last; 
and Mr. Merrick moved to postpone the resolution for 
the purpose of offering the following as a substitute, 
which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Markets be in- 
structed to inquire and report on the expediency of 
purchasing a lot of ground suitable for a western market. 

Mr. Huston offered the annexed resolution. 

Resolved, That a committee of three members from 
each Council be appointed, to make arrangements fora 
proper expression of respect by the city authorities to 
the President of the United States, on his arrival in Phi- 
ladelphia—and tender to him the Hall of Independence, 
in which to receive his fellow citizens who may be desir- 
ous of waiting upon him during his continuance in this 
city: 

When Mr. Joseph B. Smith moved to postpone the 
resolution until next October, which was lost; the reso- 
lution was adopted—and Messrs. Houston, R. Toland, 
Merrick, Worrell, Neff and Lippincott, were appointed 
the committee. 


PAXTON BOYS. * 


We are indebted to a correspondent for the following 
letter, which he says, he found “ among some old fami- 
ly papers, and was written by one of his ancestors.” It 
contains an amusing account of the excited feelings of 
our citizens, in consequence of the serious affair, to 
which it alludes, and shows how readily, under such cir- 
cumstances, a whole community can be alarmed even 
by imaginary danger. 

Many families are no doubt in possession of corres- 
pondence which details numerous incidents and facts, 
recorded in this familiar manner, at the time, and under 
the feelings of the moment, which, though they are not 
always to be relied upon, as furnishing the best evidence 
in all cases, are still the truest criterion of the belief, by 
which the conduct at the time is influenced. It is there- 
fore desirable to possess as much of this kind of testi- 
mony as possible, as it is generally entertaining, and of- 
ten throws light upon facts, which would otherwise ap- 
pear inexplicable—we would therefore repeat the re- 
quest frequently made, to be furnished with documents 
of this nature for the Register, which is, perhaps, the 


most appropriate depository for them, that can be 
adopted. 


* See Vol. VI. pp. 297,358. VII. p. 255 and IX pp. 
114, 144. 
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ParLtapEeLputa, February 29th, 1764, 


Old Friend,—When I last wrote, I did not intend to 
take up the pen again till I should hear from thee, 
but an event has happened of so extraordinary a nature, 
and which at present makes so greata noise here, that 
I thought a particular relation of it, might not be unac- 
ceptable. I am convinced you will have various accounts 
concerning the matter, some favourable to one side, and 
some to the other; therefore, I shall endeavour, as far 
as lies in my power, to give as exact arepresentation of 
the whole affair, as possible. 

In my last, Linformed thee, that a number of Indians 
had been brought down from the Moravian settlement 
upon our frontier, and placed by the Government upon 
the Province Island, where they were to remain tilla 
peace could be effected with those Indians that were 
then at war with us, or till such time as we were able to 
subdue them; it is true some persons belonging to this 
tribe were suspected of being concerned in the murder 
of the inhabitants, but as no sufficient proof appeared, 
and as some of them were known to be well affected, 
and had done us confidential services, it was judged not 
only just, but likewise consistent with the maxims of 
prudence and good policy, to invite them down, and 
take them under our protection; especially as they had 
requested it, and voluntarily offered to deliver up their 
arms, as a security for their good behaviour, and a testi- 
mony of their baving no ill intentions against us, 


Besides this tribe, there was another, consisting of 
about twenty persons, men, women and children, who 
have lived for many years upon a small tract of land 
granted to them by the proprietors, in the manor of 
Conestogo. These poor natives, from their peaceable 
and quiet behaviour, (having never been concerned in 
any hostilities against us) were looked upon by the le- 
gislature as proper objects of their regard, and were 
accordingly taken under their protection as well as the 
others; but with this difference, that they were suffered 
to remain in their own habitations, where, as they were 
not allowed the liberty of hunting, they spenttheir time 
in making of baskets and brooms, which they sold to 
the white people for a subsistence. 


Whilst these precautions were taking here, in order 
to prevent the innocent from falling with the guilty, Sir 
William Johnson was employed on the frontiers of New 
York, in conciliating the affections of the six nations, 
who for some unknown cause, appeared to be wavering 
with respect to the part they should act on the present 
occasion. It seems by the accounts we have received, 
that Sir William’s negotiation was likely to be attended 
with all the success that could be wished, five of the 
confederated tribes seemed sincerely desirous of renew- 
ing their ancient friendship and part of the Senecas 
(the only tribe actually in arms) had been brought 
over by showing them how inconsistent their conduct 
was with the dictates of good policy, as the English 
were now possessed of almost all North America; these, 
together with others of different nations, engaged to 
pursuade or compel the remaining part to sue for peace. 
Indeed Indian affairs in general wore a favourable as- 
pect; our back settlements had not been disturbed, nor 
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had any murders been committed from the month of | 
October; all was calm and quiet, and the conversation | 
of the people in general, began to turn upon other sub- | 
jects—but in the month of January, part of the inhabi- | 
tants of Paxton township, together with others from 
the west side of Susquehanna, who had lost, or pre- 
tended to have lost, some of their friends and relations 
by the Indians, took it into their heads (as they had been 
out upon several scouts, in which they had destroyed 
some wigwams, and a few acres of Indian corn without 
killing any enemies, ) that they would attack the Indians 
upon the manor of Conestogo; accordingly one morning 
about day break, they came upon this village, and with 
the most savage fury, destroyed every person in it. 
Luckily the greatest part of them happened to be 
abroad, and so soon as they heard of it, flew to the town 
of Lancaster, where they were received in the most 
friendly manner, consoled for their losses, and in order 
to secure them against any further danger, put into the 
work house. This being done, the Sheriff and several 
others were sent out to bury the dead, who, when they 
arrived at the place, found the bodies most shockingly 
mangled, and the houses burnt to the ground. The 
heroes who had performed this exploit immediately dis- 
persed themselves; part of them were met by Tommy 
Wright, who suspecting what they had been about, told 
them he had supposed they had just returned from kill- 
ing the Indians upon the manor’ ‘They replied, what 
if they had? Why, says he, if you have, you have done 
a very base action, for they were under the protection 
of the government. No government, answered they, 
has aright to protect heathen. Joshua was ordered 
to drive the heathen out of the land. Do you believe 
the scripture? if you do not, we have nothing to say to 
you, and so left him. I mention this short conversation 
to give thee an idea of the principles of those who 
were engaged in this holy war, and who were determin- 
ed to fulfil the command given to Joshua with the most 
scrupulous exactness. 

Scarce had they time to give thanks for this signal 
victory, but down they came again in a considerable 
body, part of them, supposed to be about fifty, entered 
the town of Lancaster, well armed, rode up to Slough’s 
tavern, turned their horses into the yard, asked where 
the Indians were, ran to the work house, demanded the 
keys of the keeper with threats, opened the door, and 
almost in an instant, shot and tomahawked every one of 
them. Neither the mother nor the tender infant that 
hung at the breast, was s ared, though on her knees she 
begged for mercy, all ies alike the objects of their 
ruthless vengeance, which being satisfied for the pre- 
sent, they returned to their horses and rode off. 


Whether this butchery could have been prevented, I 
cannot take upon myself to determine. There was at 
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make any opposttion. Expresses, however, were dis- 
patched to this city,informing us of what had happened, 
and at the same time, letting us know thata large body of 
them intended to come down and destroy the Indians 
upon the Island. Many of the inhabitants were greatly 
alarmed at this intelligence,and orders were given to pro- 
vide a number of flats to be ready at the Island, to carry 
off theIndians into the Jerseys,in case any attempt of that 
sort should be made. A correspondence was also settled 
with several persons of note, in different parts of the 
province, who engaged to give the speediest notice of 
the motions of these ‘‘children of Promise or Saints 
Militant.” In the mean time the Highlanders being ar- 
rived here on their way to New York, in order to em- 
bark for their native country, it was thought proper, 
in order to quiet the minds of the people, and to prevent 
the government from being insulted to send the Indians 
under their care to that city, from whence they were to 
proceed to Sir William Johnson, to be disposed of as he 
should judge most for the interest of the Colonies. But, 
as the wisest men, and the greatest politicians, are some- 
times liable to mistakes, it so happened, that no request 
was made to the Governor of York to grant them a pas- 
sage through his territories. Accordingly, when they 
came to Elizabethtown or Amboy, they received his or- 
ders to proceed no further, for that he would not receive 
them. Their directors were now at a loss what to do, 
to send them forward they could not, to bring them 
back was dangerous—in this state of suspense they re- 
mained not long, for General Gage interposed in their 
behalf, and ordered Captain Schlosser with upwards o¢ 
a hundred Royal Americans to conduct the Indians back 
to Philadelphia, and guard them till the spring. The 
Captain accordingly brought them back aguin, and 
lodged them in the barracks, that they might be more 
immediately under the care of the soldiery,and more rea- 
dily assisted than they could possibly be if they were 
sent down to the Island. 


Whilst they were upon their march through the Jer- 
seys, faction and clamour seemed to subside, but no 
sooner was it known that they were returned, than the 
spirit of discord began to operate afresh. At first, on- 
ly a little murmering was heard, then they began to 
threaten, so that it became dangerous for a person in 
any of the back counties to speak his mind with free- 
dom. Nay, so far did they proceed, that letters to and 
from this city to Lancaster, were obliged to be sent (it 
is said) unsubscribed, for a practice was made of upen- 
ing them, and communicating their contents to the dis- 
affected. At last, on the fourth of this month, we re- 
ceived certain intelligence that a considerable body of 
them were coming down with arms to destroy every In- 
dian they could meet with. The Governor immediate- 
ly upon this, ordered the Sheriff and his officers to 


tO 


the time a company of Highlanders in the town, and it summon the inhabitants to meet in the afternoon at the 
is said, the officer who commanded them put himself in | State House. A vast concourse accordingly assembled, 
the way of the magistrates, in expectation of receiving | when it was proposed that they should enter into an 
orders for that purpose. On the other hand, they say, | association to defend the government, for it was imagin- 
it was but twelve minutes from the time the Paxtoneers | ed that killing the Indians, was not the only motive of 
entered the town, till all was over, in which case, con. | this hostile insurrection, Several persons entered their 
sidering the general consternation, it seemed too late to, names directly, and notwithstanding it rained heavily, 
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went and equipped themselves with the implements of | any judgment was to be formed from countenances and 


war,and marched up to the barracks, where they contin- 
ued under arms with the soldiers all night. Our old friend, 
the Parson, and a few more bglonging to the same pea- 
ceable society, were of the number. The Governor 
was also there with several other gentlemen. 


In the morning the weather proving fair, (though ve- 
ry cold) a number of carpenters were hired, who, by 
Captain Schlosser’s direction, built a redoubt, in the 
centre of the parade, at the barracks, and fortified the 
gateways with angles of thick plank, which had spaces 
left between for the soldiers to fire through. Several 
pieces of cannon were likewise hauled up and the best 
preparations were made that the time would admit of. 

Notwithstanding these warlike measures, the govern- 
ment was still unwilling to proceed to extremity. They 
thought it best to try the milder methods of pursuasion 
first, and therefore sent the Reverend G—t T—t with 
two or three more pious divines of the same order, to 
convince them if possible, by the force of reason and 
argument,or by the apposition of texts of scripture,that 
they were in error, and to prevail upon them to return 


home. Perhaps some people may be inclined to cen- | 


sure this step, when they consider that a proclamation 
had been published, offering a reward of two hundred 
pounds for apprehending any of the parties concerned 
in the murder of the Indians at Lancaster, and that the 
riot act had been extended to this province afew days 
before. 


The day passing over, and no enemy appearing, nor 
any intelligence of their motions, we began to hope that 
the rumor was without foundation. For my own part 
I went to bed as free from any apprehensions of danger 
as ever I did in my life, and slept very soundly till after 
midnight, when all of a sudden I was alarmed by the 
ringing of the bells. I listened to know the cause, 
(being loath to get out of bed as I had a bad cold) ex- 
pecting|it was fire, but no cry, no rattling of engines was 
to be heard ; I then laid myself down with a resolution 
to go to sleep again, when one of the neighbours thun- 
dered at the door, and called to us to put out the lights 
for the Paxton Boys were coming. Up I jumped im- 
mediately, whipped on my clothes, and ran to the door, 
which I had no sooner opened, than I heard the old 
militia drums with solemn dubb beating to arms, and 
saw the inhabitants running from all quarters to obey 
the summons. By sunrise they had got themselves offi- 
cers, and brought forth those ensigns which were once 
displayed with such terror in the glorious battle of the 
New Market. The remains of the old artillery compa- 
ny were likewise mustered, and two pieces of cannon 
brought out of the magazine and stationed before the 
court house. All business was now suspended, the 
shops and stores were close shut, and every person 
seemed anxious to know what would be the issue of all 
this tumult. 


Before I proceed further it may not be amiss to in. 
form thee that a great number of the inhabitants here 
approved of killing the Indians, and declared that they 


would not offer to oj,pose the Paxtoneers, unless they at- 
tacked the citizens, that is to say, themselves—for, if closed, although at present we can only guess at them, 


behaviour, those who depended upon them for defence 
and protection, would have found their confidence 
shockingly misplaced, 

The number of persons in arms that morning was 
about six hundred, and as it was expected the insur- 
gents would attempt to cross at the middle or upper 
ferry, orders were seut to bring the boats to this side, 
and to take away the ropes. Couriers were now seen 
continually coming in, their horses all of a foam, and 
people running with the greatest eagerness to ask them 
where the enemy were, and what were their numbers, 
The answers to these questions were various, sometimes 
they were at a distance, then near at hand—sometimes 
they were a thousand strong, then five hundred, then 
fifteen hundred ; in short, all was doubt and uncer- 
tainty. 

About eleven o’clock it was recollected the boat at 
the Sweed’s ford was not secured, which, in the pre- 
sent case, was of the utmost consequence; for, as there 
was a considerable freshet in the Schuylkill, the secur- 
ring that boat would oblige them to march some distance 
up the river, and thereby retard the execution of their 
scheme at least a day or two longer. Several persons 
therefore set off immediately to get it performed ; but 
they had not been gone long, before tl ere wasa general 
uproar—they are coming! they are coming! Where ? 
Where ? down Second street! down Second street ! 
Such of the company as had grounded their fire-locks, 
flew to arms, and began to prime; the artillery-men 
threw themselves into order, and the people ran to get 
out of the way, fora troop of armed men, on horse- 
back, appeared in reality coming down the street, and 
one of the artillery-men was just going to apply the fa- 
tal match, when a person, perceiving the mistake, 
clapped his hat upon the touch hole of the piece he was 
going to fire. Dreadful would have been the conse- 
quence, had the cannon discharged ; for the men that 
appeared, proved to be a company of German butchers 
and porters, under the command of Captain Hoffman. 
They had just collected themselves, and being unsus- 
picious of danger, had neglected to give notice of their 
coming ;—a false alarm was now called out, and all be- 
came quiet again in a few minutes. 


In the afternoon we received intelligence that those 
who were sent to the Sweed’s ford, arrived too late, for 
the Paxtoneers had actually crossed the river, and were 
got as far as Germantown, where they proposed to take 
up their quarters for the night. Several persons went 
from town to view them, and from the best accounts 
that could pe obtained, their numbers did not exceed 
two hundred ; but they pretended that the whole were 
not come in. This formidable body of forces consisted 
principally of a set of fellows, dressed in blanket coats 
and mocassins, like our Indian traders, or back-country 
wagoners: they were armed with rifles and toma- 
hawks, and some of them had a brace of pistols besides. 
Few of them were men of any property, but had been 
hired or persuaded to the undertaking, by persons, 
whose views and designs may, perhaps, in time, be dis- 
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Their chiefs were almost as obscure as them 


selves, but | condition of the back inhabitants, and demanded a re- 
on this occasion, assumed an air of command and im-| lease from taxes for a twelvemonth--also, that five or 
portance, (one of them was called Smith, another Gib-| six of the Indians should be brought to trial as murder- 
son, the third I have forgot.) They behaved with/ers, and that the number of representatives for the 
great civility to those they conversed with—were sur- | frontier counties should be increased. As it was neces, 


prised to hear that the citizens had taken up arms to 
oppose them—declared that they had no intention of 
injuring any one, and only wanted satisfaction of the 
Indians, as some of them had been concerned in the 
murder of their friends and relations. All this was very 
well, with respect to us, but it is much to be doubted, 
if they would have carried their complaisance so far, 
had not preparations been made to receive them. 


Night now coming on, the inhabitants were dismiss- 
ed, but ordered to hold themselves in readiness on the 
first notice;—at break of day the alarm bells rang again 
and all got under arms. 


I should have mentioned that when it was known they 
were at Germantown, it was proposed in Council to go 
and take them prisoners, but that advice was overruled. 
Though Captain Torbet Francis, of the 44th Regiment, 
(who, at the request of a number of young persons, had 
undertaken to command them) voluntarily offered to 
make the attempt; but as it was reported they were ex 
cellent marksmen, and as a great deal of blood might 
probably be spilt upon the occasion, it was resolved to 
send a body of select patricians to inquire into the ob- 
ject of their coming, and to persuade them to return 
home ; they accordingly set out early in the morning, 
some of them with great reluctance, as it was a measure 
they by no means approved of. 


The weather being now very wet, Capt Francis, 
Capt. Wood and Capt. Mifflin, drew up their men un- 
der the market house, which, not affording shelter for 
any more, they occupied Friends’ meeting house, and 
Capt.Joseph Wharton marched his company up stairs,into 
the monthly meeting room, as I have been told—the 
rest were stationed below. It happened to be the day 
appointed for holding of Youths’ Meeting, but never 
did the Quaker youth asssemble in such a military man- 
ner—never was the sound of the drum heard before with- 
in those walls, nor ever till now was the Banner of War 
displayed in that rostrum from whence the art has been 
so zealously declaimed against. Strange reverse of 
times, James—. Nothing of any consequence passed, 
during the remainder of the day, except that Captain 
Coultas came into town at the head ofa troop, which 
he had just raised in his own neighborhood. The Cap- 
tain was one of those who had been marked out as vic- 
tims by these devout conquerors ; and word was sent 
to him from Lancaster to make his peace with Heaven, 
for that he had but about ten days to live. 


In the evening our Negotiators came in from German- 








sary that these requisitions should be laid before the 
Governor and Assembly, the Chiefs agreed to disband 
their troops and come to town with the Envoys, to en- 


force them, being promised protection on the faith of 
the Government. 


The weather now clearing, the City forces drew up 
near the Court House, where a speech was made to 
them, informing them that matters had been misrepre- 
sented,—that the Paxtoneers were aset of very worthy 
men (or something to that purpose) who laboured un- 
der great distress,—that Messrs, Smith &c. were come 
(by their own authority) as representatives, from sever- 
al counties, to lay their complaints before the Legisla- 
ture, and that the reason for their arming themselves 
was for fear of being molested or abused. By whom? 
Why, by the peaceable citizens of Philadelphia! Ha ! 
ha! ha! Who can help laughing? The harangue con- 
cluded with thanks for the trouble and expense they 
had been at, (about nothing) and each retired to their 
several homes. The next day, when all was quiet, and 
no body dreamed of any further disturbance, we were 
alarmed again. The report now was,that the Paxtoneers 
had broke the Treaty, and were just entering the city. 
It is incredible to think with what alacrity the people 
flew to arms ; in one quarter of an hour near a thousand 
of them were assembled, with a determination to bring 
the affair to a conclusion immediately, and not to suffer 
themselves to be harassed as they had been several 
days past. Ifthe whole body of the enemy had come 
in, as was expected, the engagement would have been 
a bloody one, for the citizens were exasperated almost 
to madness ; but happily those that appeared did not 
exceed thirty, (the rest having gone homewards) andas 
they behaved with decency they were suffered to pass 
without opposition. Thus the storm blew over and the 
inhabitants dispersed themselves, 


The followiag day the Indians were shown to one of 
the men, who pretended to know the murderers, but 
he was unable to single them out, and declared he ney- 
er remembered to have seen any of their faces before, 
except one old squaw; this being told to his com- 
rades they were satisfied, and, leaving their leaders 


behind them to settle the other points, they marched 
off. 


It was now hoped that all was over, but it seemed as 
if the very devil himself had got loose amongst us, for 
a boy appeared before Plumstead, and swore that him- 
self and another boy were hired one night by some per- 


town. They had conferred with the Chiefs of this illustri-| sons, with flat hats, to row four or five Indians to the 
ous —,and have prevailed with them to suspend all hostil- | Island ; as soon as this was known, (which was not im- 
ity till such time as they should receive an answer to their | mediately) some people began to say, aye, there was no 
petition or manifesto, which had been sent down the | danger in shewing the Indians to the Paxtoneers, after 


day before. This paper was supposed to have been | they had removed the guilty out of the way. This was 
drawn up for them in Philadelphia, in order to colour 


over their proceedings, and give them an appearance of 
rectitude ; it contained an account of the distressed 


a vile reflection, and bore hard both upon the Quakers 
and the officers who commanded at the barracks. 
These latter were highly incensed to think that their 
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characters should be at the mercy of a mean boy,—and | 


the former thought it equally cruel that the reputation 
of awhole society should have so slight a dependance. | 
Application was therefore made, that the boy might be 
produced, and a promise was made, that he should be | 
seen the next day at the Mayor's; but the boy disap- 
peared, and has not been heard of since. They now 
say, that the Quakers have sent the boy away, to pre- 
vent a discovery of their conduct. Indeed, every thing 
was said that the most rancorous malice can suggest, to 
blacken that society, It is really amusing, to think 
how far our animosities are carried ; persons who were 
intimate, now scarcely speak—br if they happen to 
meet and converse, presently get to quarrelling. In 
short, harmony and love seem to be banished from a- 
mong'sst us, 


The Paxton Chiefs are gone home without being 
heard, and we are daily threatened with a return of a 
more formidable force. Most people are now convin- 
ced of the utility of a military force, to secure our lives 
and property: and the Assembly have passed a law for 
that purpose, which now lies before the Governor. Whe- 
ther he will give his assent to it or not is doubtful, for 
the Assembly have vested the power of choosing officers 
in the people—a point which, I am confident, they will 
never give up so long as we remain under a Proprieto- 
ry Goyernment. 

I remain thy sincere friend, &c. 


PaiLaDeELpara, June 13th, 1833. 


Proceedings of a meeting held for the purpose of 
forming an Association for Discouraging the use of To- 
bacco. 

In accordance with a notice which was inserted in 
several of the daily papers, that a meeting for the pur- 
pose of forming a Young men’s Association for discoun- 
tenancing the use of Tobacco, was about to be con- 
vened, a meeting was held on Tuesday, June 4th, at 8 | 
P.M. in the Lecture Room of the Fifth Presbyterian 
Church, when C.J. Peterson was called to the chair, 
and Z., H. Mason appointed Secretary. 

Mr. J. P. Thompson then read some extracts con- 
cerning the use of Tobacco, from the New York 
Evangelist, Journal of Humanity, &c. 
it was resolved, that a committee be appointed, retire | 
and;draft a Constitution. The committee was appoint- 
ed by the chair, and consisted of J.P. Thompson and 
G. R. Graham. The following is their report with 
amendments by the meeting. 


PREAMBLE. 


Regarding the use of Tobacco as a physical evil, 
inasmuch as it affects the frame with a deleterious in- 
flueice, stupifies the senses, dims intellectual percep- 
tion, and in many cases leads to an inordinate indulgence 
in intoxicating liquors. 
ourselves into an Association for discountenancing the 


use of this noxious weed, and for our government, do 
adopt the following 


CONSTITUTION. 


This association shall be called the Young Men’s As- 
sociation of Philadelphia for Discouraging the use of 
Tobacco. It shall consist of those persons between 
the ages of 12 and 30, who shall subscribe to this Con- 
stitution, and it shall be supported by voluntary contri- 
butions. 


Art. 2d, The officers of this Association shall be a 


ee 
SF 





On his motion, | 
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President, two Vice Presidents, Recording and Corres- 
ponding Secretaries, a Treasurer, and twelve managers, 
who together shall constitute a Board of Managers, 
They shall have the power to make their own by-laws. 

Art. Sd. This Association shall meet quarterly on the 
fourth Thursday evenings of March, June, September, 
and December; the meeting in March shall be the annual 
one. ‘len members shall constitute aquorum. Special 
meetings may be called by the President, at the written 
request of 10 members. 

Art. 4th. The following shall be the pledge of this 
Association, 


PLEDGE. 


We whose names are hereunto annexed, believing 
that the use of Tobacco in any form is not only unneces- 
sary, but also hurtful to the constitution of man, do 
pledge ourselves, henceforth and forever, to abstain 
from, as far as in us lies, disclaim and discountenance its 
use, excepting for medicinal purposes, 

Art. 5th. This Constitution shall not be altered, ex- 
cept with the concurrence of two-thirds of the mem- 


bers present at the quarterly meeting in December, or 
at a meeting called for that purpose. 

On motion, it was resolved, that S. D. Hastings and 
Z. H. Mason, be appointed a committee to take the 
names of those persons present wishing to unite them- 
selyes with the association. The committee reported 
18 names. On motion, the meeting adjourned to meet 
at the callof,the chair. After the assembly had dis- 
persed, a meeting uf the association was called, at 
which it was resolved that the part of the first article 
relative to ages, be altered to read thus, between the 
ages of 12 and 25, &c. The number of managers (art. 
2d.) was changed to six beside the officers. On motion, 
the meeting proceeded to an election of officers for the 
ensuing year. Whereupon the following were unani- 
mously elected, ‘‘viva voce.” 

Chas. J. Peterson, President. 

Jos. P. Thompson, Ist. Vice President. 

Samuel D. Hastings, 2d.do. 

Zelotes H. Mason, Rec, Sec’ry. 

J. Pope, Cor. Sec’ry. 

Geo. R. Graham, Treasurer. 

Managers. 

Samuel D. Wyeth, Thos, Elmes, Jr. 

George Neff, Wm. Brantly, Jr. 

George Ayres, Alex. Ramsay. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned to meet at the 
call of the President. 

Published by order of the Board. 

C. J. PETERSON, President, 

Z.H. Mason, Secretary. 


ROUND TOP. 


MarrettTa, June 20, 1833. 

One of the most delightful excursions we have ever 
made was enjoyed by us, on Friday of last week. Our 
readers who reside contiguous to this neighborhood, 
need not be told of the beautiful elevation well known 
as ** Round Top.” Towering far above the adjacent 
hills, she seems like a watch tower for the defence of 
the lovely scenes thatshe looksupon. She presents no 


; | peculiar beauty to the eye, when viewed from a dis- 
We, the undersigned, do form | P ° Yes a dis 


tance, but, placed on her summit, we at once acknowl- 
edge her the Chimborazo of our district. 

Nothing was wanting to make our party most agree- 
able. A gentle western breeze fanned away the too 
gentle warmth of a June sun, our boat glided cheerily 
over the water, and our ascent to the summit was ren- 
dered the reverse of toilsome by the presence of our 
fair companions. But even had our jaunt been irksome 
in the extreme, how richly would all toil and fatigue 
have been repaid by the splendid scenery which burst 
upon our view. For miles around us, the country lay 
in all the loveliness that characterizes ‘‘ Taz Garpry 
or America.” The waving grain, the green pastures, 
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the regular and shady woods, ‘‘the cattle on a thousand | the milling business, 


hills,” and the frequent farm house of the thrifty hus- 
bandman, all combined to fix upon the mind a forcible 
and pleasing impression of prosperity and contentment. 
The Susquehanna swelling with her hundred tributa- 
ries, wound placidly through the regions that she bless- 
sed, and, passing far below our feet, went ‘‘in progres- 
sive majesty” towards the noble Chesapeake. The fra- 
grant islands that repose on her bosom, and the | 
shades that skirt her shores, seemed fitting retreats for 
the Naiads of antiquity. Indeed as we viewed the ma- 
ny shades of sylvan beauty that lay before us, we almost | 
expected to see some fair Dryad or uncouth Satyr start | 
from out the foliage. 

From the height on which we stood, Marietta presented, 
below us, all the illusions of a Panorama. The crowd- 
ed wharves, and the activity of busy men, pleased the 
eye, whilst it furnished convincing proof of the large 
amount of business transacted on our shores, and in our 
town. Princely possessions of various kinds of mer- 
chandise were resting on the water, and told of the in- 
exhaustible wealth that stores the interior. 

The Canal added not a little to the beauty of the 
landscape, and associated in the mind, ideas of commer- 
clal importance with quiet beauty. Each one of our 
company professed himself delighted with the ex- 
cursion, and those, who beheld it for the first time, 
were enraptured with the passing loveliness of the 
view. 

Lancaster county is proverbial for the skilful exacti- 
tude of her agriculture, for the fertility of her soil, and 
for the pastoral beauty of her landscapes. And howev- 
er highly wrought may be the expectations of any one | 
in re 
ly realized by a visit to Round Top, whence one of the 
most delightful sections of the country will greet his 
vision, —Advocate. 


es 





GREAT FRESHET. 


The heavy rain with which we were visited on Thurs- 
day night last, (19th) and Friday morning until about 
twelve o’clock, has caused a greater rise in the Wissa- 


MISCELL 


ANEOUS. 








as the delay which will necessarily 
be occasioned, until the dams are again erected. Mea- 
_— for which, we understand, will be immediately ta- 
cen. 

With the exception of the piers, the large bridge over 
the Wissahiccon, at formerly Paul’s now Jones’ mills, 
on the Germantown Turnpike, has also been wholly 
destroyed; but a passage has fortunately been effected, 
by fording the stream on the lower side of the bridge, 
This bridge was rebuilt only two years since, and we 
hear that it will again be rendered passable with all pos- 
sible despatch. 

We also hear, that two bridges in the vicinity of 
Wise’s mills, were likewise floated down, as well as 
about fifty cords of cord-wood, belonging to Mr, Wise, 
besides various other articles. 

The freshet in the Schuylkill, was scarcely less furi- 
ous and destructive : and it is said the rise was great- 
er than was known for many years. Several houses 
were inundated at the Falls, and articles of various 
descriptions—such as tables, chairs, benches, tubs, &c, 
were carried off. A barn, it is stated, swept down from 
the neighboring hills, was left standing high and dry, in 
the middle of the turnpike road, between the Falls and 
Manayunk. The dam across the Schuylkill, in Ply- 
mouth township, together with the canal and locks at 
that place, have been injured to such a degree as to 
close the navigation for some time. The toll-house at 
the locks, was wholly carried down the stream, but 
— brought to shore, by great exertions, at Spring 
Mill. 

Plymouth Creek, we are likewise informed, rose to an 
unprecedented height, and destroyed considerable pro- 


erence to their features, we think they will be ful-| perty in its course—including about fifty tons of hay— 


besides roughly handling the bridge on Ridge Road, at 
Mr. Brant’s Inn, but not in such a degree as to obstruct 
the usual travelling. —Germantown Telegraph. 


During the late freshet in the Schuylkill, a frame 
building belonging to Samuel Sharpless, near the bridge 
on the turnpike in the lower section of the borough of 
Norristown, floated against the bridge, and the larger 
portion of it was almost instantly swept through the 





hiccon and other creeks in this neighborhood, than any | arch and floated in fragments down the stream. A 
other within the recollection of our oldest residents. It | number of persons thought that by tearing the remain- 
is not remembered that the Wissahiccon has ever be- ing portion of the building to pieces as fast as possible, 
fore been as high within between three and four feet ; | thereby making a free passage for the water, the bridge 
and the destruction of property along its banks, has might ‘be saved, as a small part of it only had given 
consequently been very great. But we are pained to! way, and were actively engaged to effect that purpose, 
be called upon to announce, that a valuable and res-} when the remaining portion of the bridge fell, and a re- 
pectable citizen of this township,—Antuonr J. Tuom- spectable citizen, who was on the bridge at the time, 





as, Esq.—has by some fortuitous means, met with a 
watery grave, 

Several other persons, we understand, were also very 
nearly meeting a watery grave ; and were rescued only 
by the great and most hazardous exertions of their 
friends, 

Large quantities of hay and grass floated down, to- 
gether with logs, planks, trees of large size, and also a 
cider-press. Many gardens, fields of wheat, rye, corn, 
&c, bordering on the stream, were either covered with 
sand and brush-wood, or entirely washed away; and the 
general havoc along its banks, in many places, is with- 
out a parallel. 


The large stone bridge at Robinson’s mills, on the 
Ridge Road, is partly destroyed—the south-east end 
being swept away—leaving the arches, &c. uninjured, | 
but completely destroying the passage. The board of 
managers, with praiseworthy alacrity, immediately em. 
ployed hands to effect a passage ; and we are informed | 
that the travelling is again uninterrupted.—The two 
large dams of Mr. Robinson, have also been demolished 
—and of one of them scarcely any remains are observa- 
ble. The water in the mill,rose to two feet on the second 
floor, and destroyed about four hundred bushels of feed, 
This, however, is not so severe a loss to the enterprising 
proprietors, Messrs, Lee &# Co., who extensively pursue 


was precipitated into the current, and immediately dis- 
appeared amidst the stones and earth which closed upon 
him. He shortly made hisappearance a few yards be- 
low, having clung to a portion of the building, and was 
carried rapidly down the stream into the Schuylkill, 
where he was fortunately rescued by one of the citi- 
zens. He was nearly exhausted,and severely bruised 
by the falling stones at the bridge. 

Mr. Jacob Freedly, on Stony Creek, lost property 
to the amount of $2,000. At Plymouth and Perki- 
omen, the loss is said to be great. The farmers on the 
Neshamony and Pennypack have also met with serious 
losses. 





The following statement exhibits only a few of the 


| great amount of articles shipped to Philadelphia on the 


Union canal from the mouth of the Swataraat Middle- 
town between the months of March and November 1831, 
as certified by Mr. Thomas White, the superintendent 
of the Union canal and resident at Middletown. 


LUMBER. 

Boards, &c. 12,887,403 feet. 
Shingles, 4,801,920 
Staves, 35,796 
Lumber, 65,036 feet, 
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FLOUR AND GRAIN. 


Flour, 28,910 barrels. 

Wheat, 69,219 bushels, 

Rye, 6,862 do 

Corn, 8,073 do 

Oats, 1,888 bush. & 4 tons. 
COAL, 

Bituminous, 71,030 bushels. 
Tro. 


Wrought iron, 773 tons, 8 cwt. 2 qrs, 19 Ib, 


Pigs, do. 5 do, 2 do 17 bb. 
Castings, 235 do. 11 do. 2 do 18 1b. 
LEATHER. 

Leather, 124tons, 19 cwt. 3 qrs. 12 lb. 


These are buta few of the articles which came down 
the Susquehanna and stopped at the mouth of the Swa- 
tara, and were carried to Philadelphia two years ago. 
The amount has greatly increased since, and would 
quadruple if another communication was opened to the 
city from this point by which the market could be reach- 
as speedily as to go down the river to Baltimore. As 
great as the quantlty of produce is which now stops at 
the mouth of the Swatara, it is but a small portion com- 
pared to that which floats down the Susquehanna to 
tide in arks and rafts. To arrest this trade and divert it | 
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Hay, &c. floated down in vast quantities, and the torrent 
of water seemed to take every thing in its course. The 
amount of damage to meadows, mills, milldams, fences 
and fields in flat places is immense and scarcely a bridge 
has escaped without more or less injury. Among the 
most extensive losses that we have heard of, are—the 
Mill of Mr. Parry at New Hope, part of which is carried 
away, and about 2,000 Bushels of wheat belonging to 
Mr. Thomas the miller. 

Mr. Carver’s Mill in Buckingham near Pineville is 
much damaged. Part of the wood work of the bridge 
across Neshamony on the road to Norristown, a small 
bridge on the Philadelphia road at Bridgepoint, the 
stone bridge across Jittle Neshamony on the Philadelphia 
road 6 miles below Doylestown, are considerably injur- 
ed. 

The Stage came from Easton to this place without 
much interruption; but was unable to cross Neshamony 
on the Easton Road. Itsucceeded in getting across at 
the Bridge on the York Road. The stage from Philadel- 
phia was stopped at the same place and remained with 
the passengers and mail at Fretz Valley, until the wa- 
ters subsided. It succeeded in getting to Doylestown 
about 5 o’clock in the afternoon; but the driver of the 
team which goes on from this place had started about 
two hours before. The mail was forwarded express by 
Mr. Snyder the Post Master, the passengers being oblig- 


to our own metropolis should be the great object of | ed to remain.— Doylestown Intel, June 24. 


Pennsylvanians, —Penn. Intel. 





Susquenanna Trape.—There floated past the vil- 
lage of Cattawissa, on the North Branch of the Susque- 





Dortestown, June 11, 1833. 
Destrective Storm.—One of the most destructive 


hannah, from the 18th to the 23d of May, 2688 Arks | storms, which has ever visited our county, occurred on 


and 3480 Rafts—Total 6168. If the average be placed 
at $400 each, nearly two and a half millions of dollars 
descended a single branch in the short space of five 
days, 





More Destnuction.—We have just seen a letter | 
from Mr. Jenks, one of the county commissioners, who | 
had been engaged in building a bridge across the Ne- | 
shamony, stating the immense loss to the county in the 
destruction of bridges, and calling the board together to 
consult upon the course to be adopted. We believe 
there is but one bridge leftentire from the Wolf Bridge 
to the Delaware. The Bridge at Newport is gone. 
That at Hulmeville partly,—the Federai Bridge, and in 
fact every one with the exception of the Wolf Bridge 
is more or less injured. Mr. Jenks, who had the su- 
perintendance of a new one building, has lost all the 
materials and tools of every kind.—A number of dams 
have also been carried away. The dam and mill of Mr. 
Trump, is partly destroyed, with a large quantity of 
flour and grain. The store house of Anthony Taylor. 
Esq. with a large quantity of flour, was swept off. We 
are told the banks of the Delaware are strewed with 
timber and barrels of flour, and that many of the logs 
were driven to the Jersey side: such was the force of 
the current down the Neshamony. At New Hope the 
dam and mill owned by Mr. Benjamin Parry, is partly 
destroyed, and with it about 2000 bushels of grain, 
owned by Mr. Mordecai Thomas.— Doylestown Dem. 








Great Froon.—About midnight of Thursday last it 
commenced raining and continued without much inter- 
mission until about 10 o’clock on Friday morning. Af- 
ter day-light it appeared to come down in torrents, 
which caused the streams in this vicinity to swell to an 
unprecedented height. About 12 o’clock the Nesha- 
mony, where the Philadelphia Road crosses it, 2 miles 
below Doylestown, was higher than at any former period 
within the recollection of the oldest inhabitants. The 
arches of the large stone bridge were filled within a few 
inches of the top and the flood swept with great fury 
around the Eastern abutment, filling the first floor of 
the mill, and completely inundating the shops which 
stand between the road and the stream, Rails, logs, 


Sunday afternoon the 2d inst. passing through several 
of the lower townships in this county, and laying waste 
ever thing over whichit passed. We have not learned 
the extent of it, nor the injury done, but it must be 
great: The grain fields over which it passed have been 
destroyed, and in many places, whole orchards of fruit 
trees are destroyed, in some of which not one was left 
standing, and near Attleborough, we are told it took off 
and destroyed a large body of timber, twisting off huge 
oaks, and carrying the tops the distance of five hun- 
dred yards. One individual, whose name we have for- 
gotten, had his buildings nearly all destroyed—his loss 
is said to be about $500, and a number had their barns 
blown down or unrooted, and their fences carried off. 
The extent of the whirlwind was several milesinlength 
and about three hundred yards wide. We cannot give 
any estimate of the damage done, but it must’ be very 
great. No lives were lost, although several persons 
narrowly escaped destruction. 





Schuylkill County Poor House, 
May 24th, 1833. ¢ 

_ The following number of persons were admitted, 
since April 15, 1833, to this day, from each borough and 
township, to wit. 
Persons, Males. Females. 
Orwigsburg, none. 
Pottsville, 18 13 
Brunswig township, 2 
Lower Mahantango, do, 
Manheim, 
Norwegian, 
Wayne, 
Upper Mahantango, 
Pinegrove, 
Schuylkill, none. 
Rush, none. 
West Penn, none. 
Barry, none. 
Union, none. 
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Total, 49 30 19 
Seven are out-door paupers—22 are natives, or Am- 
erican—23 foreigners—12 Irish, 3 English, 1 Welsh, 3 
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Germans—2 persons of color, of whom 1 died. Dis- 
charged, 10. 


BENJ. BECKER, Steward. 


Aurora Borealis. —We mentioned on Saturday morn- 
ing, the appearance of an Aurora Borealis, on the pre- 
ceding evening. After that paragraph was written, the 
phenomenon assumed a new shape, and drew into the 
streets many thousand people with upturned visages, 
The broad blaze of the Aurora having the usual resem. 
blance of a fine summer morning a few minutes before 
sunrise, extending from east to west, its greatest lati- 
tude in the north about 25 degrees; it was considerably 
mottled by broken clouds that rested on that side of the 
horizon, but still its light was strong and beautiful. 
About ten o’clock a white flimsy ribbon shaped band 
shot up from the south east, and extended in a semicir- 
cular shape, quite across the horizon, reaching the Au- 
rora Borealis at the north-western edge. The band 
was about three degrees wide and transparent, and be- 
fore it was covered by a cloud, its centre rested some 4 
or 5 degrees south of our zenith.—Philad’a. U. S. Gaz. 


RaTTLEsNakKES.—Tworattlesnakes have recently been 
killed in Robinson township, Berks county, having each 
23 rattles. 


Tue Canat.—We learn that a large breach was made 
in the canal at New Hope, by the late flood, and that, 
in some other places, large quantities of dirt has been 
washed into it.—Doylestown Democrat. 


Steam Encrnt.—The North American Company, 
we understand, have received a steam engine which is 
to be employed in their mining operations, being the 
second introduced for this purpose into the coal region 
of this neighborhood. The result of the experiment 
will be interesting to all, and we trust, advantageous to 
the Company. -— Pottsville. 


The Crawford Messenger says: ‘*The fish in Conneant 
Lake are said to be dying in great numbers—the shores 
of the Lake are represented as being ‘‘white with 
them.” 

Coat Mint ow Fintr.—The singular spectacle of a 
coal vein on fire, is to be seen in the neighborhood of 
Port Carbon, at no great distance from the Schuylkill 
Valley Rail-road. It is supposed that fire was commu- 
nicated to the coal vein some years ago, since which it 
has been in a state of ignition, smoke having been seen 
at different periods issuing from the ground in various 
places. The fire is distinctly visible from the surface of 
the ground by means of a shaft.—Miners Journal. 
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The fourth instant was celebrated in this city, with 
less military parade than usual, but the observance of 


the day was not however neglected. “ The Philadel- 
phia Association for Celebrating the Fourth of July, 
without distinction of party, formed a procession at the 
Adelphi, and passed up Fifth to Chesnut, up Chesnut to 
Seventh, up Seventh to Arch, and down Arch to the Se- 
cond Presbyterian church, corner of Third street, where 
after prayer by the Rev. Mr. Breckenbridge, an oration 
was delivered by J.M.Scott,Esq. Several pieces of music 
were also performed. From the church, the Association 
returned by a different route to the Adelphi to dine. 


The friends of the American System and of the city 


administration, partook of a dinner at Harding’s, at 
which in the absence of the Hon. John Sergeant, Ma- 
thew Carey, Esq. presided. 


The Independent Democratic Citizens of the county, 
dined at Kockersperger’s Hotel, near Bush hill, where 
Bela Badger, Esq. presided. The Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was read by C, J. Wolbert, Esq. 


The Society of Cincinnati, as usual, met and dined 
together. 


There were numerous other assemblages for the 
purpose of celebrating the day, of which we have not 
the particulars. We understand orations were deliver- 
edby G. M. Dallas, Antony Laussat, Geo. L. Ashmead 
and Robert F. Conrad, Esqs. 


But the most interesting and important event, in its 
consequences, was the celebration of laying the corner 
stone of the Girard College, at Peel Hall. On the 3nd 
of June, ground was broken; and the excavation for 
the foundation having been completed, the Mayor, Al- 
dermen, Members of Councils, and the different Com- 
mittees, &c. connected with the Girard Trust, together 
with a large collection of citizens, attended at an early 
hour, on the fourth instant. Precisely at meridian the 
ceremony commenced, and after depositing the corner 


| stone, which wasa large block of hewn marble, in its 


place at the north east corner of the proposed building, 
a very chaste and appropriate address was delivered by 
Nicholas Biddle, Esq. President of the Trustees, which 
we hope hereafter to be enabled to present to our rea- 
ders, together with some further details of the day. Af- 
ter partaking of a cold collation prepared for the occa- 


| sion, the company dispersed. Among the articles de- 


posited in the corner stone, was a remarkably good like- 
ness of Mr. Girard, cut upon a piece of very white mar- 
ble, by a lad apparently about fifteen years of age; 
his name is D. G. Wilson, The extraordinary talent 
in this way, thus manifested, excited the attention 
of the company, and a general opinion seemed to pre- 
vail that it ought to be developed more fully by suitable 
encouragement and opportunities. 


The city was unusually quiet all day, and we have 
heard of no unpleasant occurrences. 


The following is the section of the act passed April 9th, 
**to abolish imprisonment for debt,” which went into 
operation on the fourth instant. 


Section 4th. “And be it enacted, &c. That from and 
after the passage of this act, no person shall be impri- 
soned for any debt or sum of money, due on contract, 
contracted from and after the fourth of July next, where 
the debt demanded, or judgment obtained, is less than 
five dollars and thirty-four cents, exclusive of costs.” 


Printed every SATURDAY MORNING by WILLIAM F. GED. 
DES, No. 9 Library Street, Philadelphia; where, and at the PUB- 
LICATION OFFICE, NO. 17 FRANKLIN PLACE, subscriptions 
will be thankfully received. Price FIVE DOLLARS per annum, 
payable annually by subscribers residing in OF near the erty, or 
where there is an agent. Other subscribers pay in advance, 








» 
cy 
‘ 
ma 
> 
a 





Po 


| 





